UPGRADES CONTINUE AT PORT OF TORSHAV

Torshavn enhances ro-ro
operations and plans to
improve maneuverability for
passenger ferries calling at the
port, after completion of major
upgrades to increase container

capacity at Kollafjorour.

VERALL FREIGHT and pas-
Osenger traffic to and from the
Faroese capital of Térshavn has virtu-
ally stayed unscathed by the current
economic downturn, according to the
port authority. With a new connection
to England recently added following the
shutdown of a traditional route to Scot-
land, container lines to Iceland, the UK,
Scandinavia, and Continental Europe
remain fully operational, while cruise
liner tourism appears to have stabilized
at 40 to 50 calls per year.

“Térshavn remains attractive as
a hub,” said harbormaster Jénsvein
Lamhauge.

“Generally speaking, volumes of
both imported and exported goods have
fallen somewhat over the past two years
but we have retained most of the busi-
ness. The three major freight carriers
make several calls per week and while
one of the UK services was shut down
a couple of years ago, it was replaced by

a new one.”
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Those three operators are Faroe

Ship (Eimskip), Samskip, and Smyril
Blue Water.

The two first offer regular container
services between the Port of Térshavn
and ports in Iceland, the United King-
dom, Scandinavia, and the European
Continent, while Smyril Blue Water of-
fers a year-round ro-ro (roll-on/roll-off)
service between Térshavn and ports in
Denmark and Iceland.

Many seafood exporters have their
shipments moved by truck to the Port
of Térshavn from where the goods are
taken on board outbound container lin-
ers or ro-ro ferries.

Whereas an estimated 40 percent
of the 48,000 strong population of the

Faroe Islands resides in the Municipal-

ity of Térshavn, about two-thirds of
all imported cargo is consigned to the
Térshavn municipal area.

The area has extended well beyond
the town of Térshavn after municipal
consolidation has seen several merg-
ers and annexations over the past two
decades, including the incorporation of
Kollafjgrour into the Municipality of
Térshavn.

Thus the Port of Térshavn—with
the port authority governed by the Mu-
nicipality of Térshavn—encompasses
the East Harbour and the West Har-
bour in Térshavn as well as the harbors

of Sund and Kollafjerdur.

BETTER FERRY MANEUVERING: At

Kollafjgrdur—home to Samskip opera-

tions and a small but thriving business
community with comprehensive trans-
port and logistics services available in-
cluding a large cold storage facility—
major harbor developments have taken
place in recent years.

Importantly, there is also the newly
reopened Faroe Pelagic processing plant
for food fish where a growing number of
vessels land their catch. A Dutch compa-
ny, Parlevliet & Van der Plas, has joined
hands with Klaksvik’s JFK to operate
the facility with an option to purchase
it from Eik Banki.

“We're fairly optimistic about Faroe
Pelagic and hope that P&P’s assessment
of the opportunity will lead to a perma-
nent operation there,” Mr. Lamhauge

said.

The Kollafjordur harbor with the new
container terminal in the foreground;
Torshavn’s East Harbour

(bottom left); harbormaster

Jonsvein Lambauge (below) .

With Kollafjerdur’s new contain-
er and ro-ro terminal, consisting of a
150-meter quay with alongside depth of
12 m and a 20,000 m? container yard,
the Port of Térshavn has had its total
container storage capacity increased to
45,000 m?; this includes Térshavn’s East
Harbour which likewise has a 20,000 m?
container area for Faroe Ship operations.

Another area of land suitable for de-
velopment, spanning some 25,000 m?,
is situated along the two main berths at
Sund, well away from residential areas
yet close to the main road that connects
Téshavn with Kollafjerdur, Vagar Air-
port, Eysturoy, and Klaksvik.

In Térshavn itself, current harbor
development consists of extending a
ro-ro ramp at the East Harbour to ac-
commodate large passenger and car fer-
ries that regularly call at the port.

In addition, to improve maneuver-
ability for such ferries in the inner basin
between the East Harbour and the West
Harbour, submarine demolition work is
to be undertaken off Tinganes—a some-
what delicate project with technical sur-
veys and political precautions involved to
prevent any damage from happening to
the old houses where the Faroese Gov-
ernment has most of its offices.

“We've finally been given the per-
mission required to deepen the inner

basin in order to make it easier for fer-
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Térshavn: Top quality maritime services.
ISPS compliant, manned 24 hours a day.
1,575 meter of quay; 45,000 square
meters of open storage space.

Entrance channel 160 meters,

water depth up to 10 meters.

Kollafjgrdur: Fast growing harbor
area with comprehensive logistics
services. ISPS compliant. 710
meters of quay length, 23,500
square meters of container area.

Sund: 215 meters of quay length,

one berth of 150 meters, one of 65
meters; water depths up to 7.8 meters.
Area for development:

25,000 square meters.

ries to maneuver,” Mr. Lamhauge said.

“Some solid rock will need to be blasted
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but it will be done with great care so that
no damage will be caused on buildings.

“This is good news for the Port of
Térshavn. Without clearing of the bot-
tom, ferry maneuvering in the inner
basin will continue to be unnecessarily
slow and risky; with this solution, on
the other hand, operations will become

quicker and safer to the benefit of ev-

eryone.”
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